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Conducting the WAMIs 

Its been a busy year for WAMI 
Awards’ music director Michael Drake. 
The Latin and Caribbean-flavored jazz 
trumpeter recently released two CDs— 
one a digital reissue of a pair of LPs 
from the early ‘80s, the other a new 
album of ballads—and has played 
numerous benefits along with his regu- 
lar roster of shows. He’s halfway done 
recording his sixth album, a collection of 
instrumentals. Playing the role of Paul 
Schaefer to David Letterman or Burt 
Bacharach to the Oscars, Drake will 
direct the pit orchestra for the WAMIs 
20th anniversary show. 

The music on his reissue disc, Two 
Classic Early Recordings, dates from the 

era in which the WAMIs 
were born. “I'm the same guy,” Drake 
says, answering the question: is there 
anything you would do differently if you 
recorded that music today? “I hear a lit- 
tle immaturity but mainly I hear me in 
there. My interest was always to do the 
best I could because I would have to live 
with the music I recorded for the rest of 
my life.” 

Drake, a professional musician since 
his 1968 debut at a VFW hall playing 
“Limbo Rock,” has been a presence in 
Milwaukee since he moved here in 1971 


ee 
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Nexus and Family at Max. He didn’t 
begin writing his own music until 1979, 
when he felt he was ready. 

“T waited until I had lived enough and 
experienced enough human things,” he 
explains, adding that he treats his songs 
as if they were children—as organic, liv- 
ing, developing entities. “I never go into 
the studio with a song I haven't played 
out for at least a year or two. You need 
to live with a song before you can under- 
stand it. And I’ve never written a song I 
haven't liked.” 

This year’s WAMI Awards represent a 
return to the opulence of the ceremony’s 
early years. They will be held for the 
first time since the early 90s at the his- 
toric Pabst Theater, a rich backdrop for 
the pizazz organizers hope to restore to 
the longest-running attempt to honor 
Wisconsin musicians and music profes- 
sionals. Among the acts performing 
between awards are Willy Porter, 
Leahy’s Luck, Bolt Upright, Chris Aaron 
Band, Phat Phunction and Daryl Stuer- 
mer. Comedian Will Durst will be the 
evening’s emcee. 

The WAMI Awards take place 7 p.m. 
Monday, May 8 at the Pabst Theater. 
= Dave jahisehy 


Shepherd Express 2000 
Conducting The WAMIs 


By Dave Luhrssen 


It's been a busy year for WAMI awards music director Michael Drake. 
The Latin and Caribbean- flavored jazz trumpeter recently released two 
CDs, one a digital re-issue of a pair of LPs from the early ‘80s, the other 
a new album of ballads and has played numerous benefits along with his 
regular roster of shows. He's halfway done recording his sixth album, a 
collection of instrumentals. Playing the role of Paul Schaffer to David 
Letterman or Burt Bacharach to the Oscars, Drake will direct the pit 
orchestra for the WAMIs 20th anniversary show. The music on his a 
reissue disc, “Two Classic Early Recordings” dates from the end-of- 
analog era in which the WAMIs were born. “I'm the same guy,” Drake 
says, answering the question: is there anything you would do differently 
if you recorded that music today? “TI hear a little immaturity but mainly I 
hear me in there. My interest was always to do the best I could because I 
would have to live with the music I recorded for the rest of my life.” 
Drake, a professional musician since his 1968 debut at the VFW hall 
playing *Limbo Rock” has been a presence in Milwaukee since he 
moved here in 1971 and joined such early fusion bands as “Nexus” and 
“Family at Max.” He didn't begin writing his own music until 1979 
when he felt he was ready. “I waited until I had lived enough and 
experienced enough human things,” He explains adding that he treats his 
songs as if they were children, as organic living developing entities. “I 
never go into the studio with a song I haven't played out for at least a 
year or two. You need to live with this song before you can understand 
it. And I've never written a song I haven't liked.” This year’s WAMI 
awards represent a return to the opulence of ceremonies early years. 
They will be held for the first time since the early ‘90s at the historic 
Pabst theater, a rich backdrop for the pizzazz organizers hope to restore 
to the longest running attempt to honor Wisconsin musicians and music 
professionals. 


Drake breezes along with Caribbean sound 


By DAVE TIANEN 
of the Journal Sentinel staff 


He has more titles than a mem- 
ber of the royal family: Milwau- 
kee’s Calypso King, Milwaukee’s 
Caribbean Dance Disciple, Mil- 
waukee’s resident Calypso Mas- 
‘ter, Milwaukee’s Jimmy Buffett. 


Trumpeter Michael Drake is a 
musical beachcomber by way of 
such exotic climes as New Jersey 
and Oklahoma. One of Milwau- 
kee’s busiest musicians, Drake 
came to town in the early "70s 
after attending Tulsa University. 
Over the years, he has proved to 
be one of the city’s busiest musi- [ 
cians, playing as many as 250 
dates a year. 


He’s also been a fairly consis- 
tent recording artist, releasing 
four albums in the last four years. | 
His newest disc, “It’s Nice In Par- 
adise,” was just released by Get- 
zen Co., the Elkhorn-based brass 
instrument manufacturer. Drake 
plays a Getzen trumpet and 
makes appearances on behalf of 
the firm at trade shows and 
schools. He expects to be featured 
in the company’s next catalog. 


“Tm thrilled that I actually like 
the horn,” he said. “I cannot be 
less than straight about that.” 


Now that he’s 50, Drake is cut. 
ting back to about 200 dates a 
year, many of them corporate 
dance parties that he plays solo or. 
with a band. 


“There were times I was doing 
two or three shows a day,” he 
said. “At 250 shows a year, | was 
just shot. That’s brutal. This time 
of year, I probably do more corpo- 

~-yate shows than club dates. In the 
winter, I try to limit my travel to 
a hundred-mile radius. I get so 
busy in the summer; I make most 
of my money from May to Septem- 
ber.” 


LOGAL RIFFS 


Although he’s an instrumental 
artist who counts Herb Alpert 
among his prime influences, 
Drake has no complaint if people 
choose to compare him to beach 
rocker Jimmy Buffett. 


“T Jove that,’ Drake said. “If 
somebody looks at me and thinks 
of Jimmy Buffett, that’s great. I 
call what I do vacation music. 
Comparing me to Buffett, that’s a 
compliment. I think it’s a good 
thing.” 


One of the oddities of Drake’s 
career has been that he’s chosen 
to concentrate on calypso when 


_ reggae has been more popular for. 


decades. 


“Calypso is a bit more up-tempo 
and fun,” he explained. “Reggae is 
darker and more political. I prefer 
the energy you get out of calyp- 
so.” 


To purchase “It’s Nice In Paradise” or 
other Michael Drake CDs, call 
b(414) 769-2001 or check the Web site at 
www.drakemusic.com. 


MICHAEL 
DRAKE — 


Next gig: 8 p.m. 
Feb. 24 at Bombay 
Louie’s, 2227 60th 
St., Kenosha 


Cover: none 


Listen up: To hear 
a song, visit 
www.jsonline.com/ 
enter. 
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By DAVE TIANEN 
of the Journal -Sentinel staff 


_ He has more titles than a meim- 
ber of the royal family: Milwau- 
kee’s Calypso King, Milwaukee’s 
Caribbean Dance Disciple, Mil- 
waukee’s resident Calypso Mas- 
ter, Milwaukee’s Jimmy Buffett. 


Trumpeter Michael Drake is a 
musical beachcomber by way of 
such exotic climes as New Jersey 
and Oklahoma. One of Milwau- 
kee’s busiest musicians, Drake 
came to town in the early ’70s 
‘ after attending Tulsa University. 
Over the years, he has proved to 
be one of the city’s busiest musi- 
cians, playing as many as 250 
dates a year. 


He’s also been a fairly consis- 
tent recording artist, releasing 
four albums in the last four years. 
His newest disc, “It’s Nice In Par- 
adise,” was just released by Get- 
zen Co., the Elkhorn-based brass 
instrument manufacturer. Drake 
plays a Getzen trumpet and 
makes appearances on behalf of 
the firm at trade shows and 
schools. He expects to be featured 
in the company’s next cataiog. 


“I’m thrilled that I actuaily like 


the horn,’ he said. “I cannot be 
less than straight about that.” 

Now that he’s 50. Drake is cut- 
ting back to about 200 dates a 
year, many of them corporate 
dance parties that he plays solo or 
with a band. 


“There were times | was doing : 
two or three shows a day,” he : 


said. “At 250 shows a year, I was 
just shot. That’s brutal]. This time 
of year. ] probably do more corpo- 
rate shows than club dates. In the 
winter. | try to limit my travel to 
a hundred-mile radius. ] get so 
busy in the summer; | make most 
of my money from May to Septem- 
ber.” 


LGGAL RIFFS 


Although he’s an instrumental 
artist who counts Herb Alpert 
among his prime influences, 
Drake has no complaint if people 
choose to compare him to beach 
rocker Jimmy Buffett. 


“Tt love that,” Drake said. “If 
somebody looks at me and thinks 
of Jimmy Buffett, that’s great. | 
call what I do vacation music. 
Comparing me to Buffett, that’s a 
compliment. I think it’s a good 
thing.” 


One of the oddities of Drake’s 
career has been that he’s chosen 
to concentrate on calypso when 
reggae has been more popular for 
decades. 


“Calypso is a bit more up-tempo 
and fun,” he explained. “Reggae is 
darker and more political. I prefer 
the energy you get out of calyp- 
so.” 


To purchase “It’s Nice In Paradise” or 
other Michael Drake CDs, call 
b(414) 769-2001 or check the Web site at 
www.drakemusic.com. 
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Next gig: 8 p.m. 
Feb. 24 at Bombay 
Louie’s, 2227 60th 
St., Kenosha 


Cover: none 


Listen up: To hear 
a song, visit 
www.jsoniine.com/ 
enter. 
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Drake breezes along with Caribbean Sounds 
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He has more titles than the new member of the royal family: Milwaukee's Calypso King 
Milwaukee's Caribbean Dance Disciple, Milwaukee's Resident Calypso Master Milwaukee's 
Jimmy Buffett. Trumpeter Michael Drake is a musical beachcomber by way of such exotic 
climes as New Jersey and Oklahoma. One of Milwaukee's busiest musicians, Drake came to 
town in the early 70s after attending Tulsa University. Over the years, he has proved to be one of 
the city’s busiest musicians, playing as many as 250 dates a year. He's also been a consistent 
recording artist releasing four albums in the last four years. His newest disc is 

“Tt's Nice In Paradise,” was just released by Getzen Co. the Elkhorn- based brass instrument 
manufacturer. Drake plays Getzen trumpet and makes appearances on behalf of the firm at trade 
shows and schools. He expects to be featured in the company’s next catalog. “I'm thrilled that I 
actually like the horn,” he said, “I cannot be less than straight about that.” Now that he's 50, 
Drake is cutting back to about 200 dates a year, many of them corporate dance parties that he 
plays solo or with the band. “There were times I was doing two or three shows a day,” he said, 
“At 250 shows a year, I was just shot. That's brutal. This time of year, I probably do more 
corporate shows than club dates. In the winter, I try to limit my travel to a 100-mile radius. I get 
so busy in the summer I make most of my money from May to September.” Although he's an 
instrumental artist who counts Herb Alpert among his early prime influences, Drake has no 
complaint if people choose to compare him to beach rocker Jimmy Buffett. “I love that,” Drake 
said. “If somebody looks at me and thinks of Jimmy Buffett that's great. I call what I do vacation 
music. Comparing me to Jimmy Buffet, that's a compliment. I think it's a good thing.” One of 
the oddities of Drake's career has been that he's chosen to concentrate on calypso when reggae 
has been more popular for decades. “Calypso is a bit more up-tempo and fun,” he explained. 
“Reggae is darker and more political. I prefer the energy you get out of Calypso.” 


| spotlight 


ichael 
s a musician and businessman, an 
educator and entertainer, trum- 
peter Michael Drake wears more 
hats in a single week than most of us have 


in our entire closet. One day he’s doing a 
music store workshop for Getzen, the 
trumpetmaker he signed an endorsement 
deal with last year; next it’s a club gig. One 
day, it’s a seminar with a high school jazz 
orchestra, then a trade show or a company 


party. 


Somewhere along the way, he has man- 
aged to release six albums. The latest, Nice 
in Paradise, reiterates the Caribbean-fla- 
vored smooth jazz themes already appar- 
ent when he issued his first recording in 
1981. With melodies as crisp as white sails 
against an azure horizon of rhythm, Nice 
in Paradise is an aural replication of warm 
sun and tropical drinks, the kind that sport 


- their own paper umbrellas. Paradise also 


features some sterling playing, especially 
the interplay between Drake and saxo- 
phonist Scott Kleist. 

“When I listen to my old recordings I 
hear the same guy I am today,” he says. 
“It’s a good feeling. My point of view has 
been consistent. My challenge is to remain 


formidable set of chops, he realized that he 
had to learn how to sell his skills if he was 
going to play for a living. “If you really love 
what you're doing, then you'll conclude 
that the right thing to do is promote it, 
share it, not keep it to yourself. If you’ve 
worked hard on your craft, why wouldn’t 
you feel the urgency to sell it?” 

Drake is already readying his next CD, 
a cocktail of vocals and instrumentals, but 
doesn’t plan to release it until next year. 
First, he’ll go the distance with Nice in 
Paradise, which he sells at shows and 
online. 

Michael Drake will perform Friday, 
April 13 at Los Palmas. Drake is also music 
director for the WAMI Awards, 7p.m. April 
30, the Northern Lights Theater at 
Potawatomi Bingo Casino. 

—-Dave Luhrssen 


Shepherd Express 2001 
Tropical Vacation CD “It’s Nice In Paradise” 
By Dave Luhrssen 


As a musician and a Gaanecenian and eaaeaton and entertainer, trumpeter Michael 
Drake wears more hats in a single week than most of us have in our entire closet. 
One day he’s doing a music store workshop for Getzen, the trumpet maker he 
signed an endorsement deal with last year: next it’s a club gig. One day it’s a 
seminar with a high school jazz orchestra, then a trade show or a company party. 
Somewhere along the way, he has managed to release seven albums. The Latest, 
“It’s Nice In Paradise’, reiterates the Caribbean-flavored smooth jazz themes 
already apparent when he issued his first recording in 1981. With melodies as crisp 
as white sails against an azure horizon of rhythm, “It’s Nice In Paradise” is an 
aural replication of warm sun and tropical drinks, the kind that sport their own 
umbrellas. 

Paradise also features some sterling playing, especially the interplay between 
Drake and saxophonist Scott Kleist. “When I listen to my old recordings, I hear the 
same guy I am today,” he says. “It’s a good feeling. My point of view has been 
consistent. My challenge is to remain creative within a framework of similarities.” 
Drake knew he wanted to be a musician since his childhood. Along with building a 
formidable set of chops, he realized that he had to learn how to sell his skills if he 
was going to play for a living. “If you really love what you are doing, then you’ll 
conclude that the right thing to do is to promote it, share it and not keep it to 
yourself. If you’ve worked hard on your craft, why wouldn’t you feel the urgency 
to sell it? 


Reviewed by: Lee Prosser 


Featured Artist: Michael Drake 
CD Title: It's Nice In Paradise 

Year: 200] 

Record Label: DR 

Style: Contemporary Jazz 


Musicians: Michael Drake, trumpet, timbales, percussion, 
keyboards, vocals. Paul Marie Bynum, vocals. Scott Kleist, 
vocals. Diana Kleist, vocals. Lynda Lee, vocals. Kevin 
Carberry, horn arrangements on tracks 3,5,9. Compositions by 
Michael Drake. 


Review: IT'S NICE IN PARADISE is a lovely collection of 
contemporary jazz trumpet sounds with a Latin tinge, filled to 
the brim with bright and lively performances, and good solo 
work. If you are new to the trumpet sound of Michael Drake, 
this CD collection of 9 songs will prove a fine listening 
adventure for you! 


Selections include "'Toucan' Play," "Mi Casa," "My Time," 
"Coconut Waltz," "Under a Moonlit Sky," "Jazz Por Favor," 
"Tortoise Shuffle,” "Suntan Man," and "Hangin'." Each piece is 
well performed. 


IT’S NICE IN PARADISE is a crowd pleaser for all jazz 
listeners. There is something for everybody in this unique 
collection. "Coconut Waltz" and "Jazz Por Favor" are catchy 
songs that will linger longer after the music is over! "Tortoise 
Shuffle" is another listening treat! 

Excellent trumpet work! Give this CD a try! 

Artist's Website: http:/www.drakemusic.com 


Reviewed by: Lee Prosser 


www.Jazzreview.com reviewed by Lee Prosser 
2001 


“It's Nice In Paradise” 


Musicians: Michael Drake, trumpet, timbales, percussion, keyboards, vocals. Paul 
Marie Bynum, vocals. Scott Kleist, vocals. Diana Kleist, vocals. Lynda Lee, 
vocals. Kevin Carberry, horn arrangements on tracks 3,5,9. Compositions by 
Michael Drake. Review: IT'S NICE IN PARADISE is a lovely collection of 
contemporary jazz trumpet sounds with a Latin tinge, filled to the brim with bright 
and lively performances, and good solo work. If you are new to the trumpet sound 
of Michael Drake, this CD collection of 9 songs will prove a fine listening 
adventure for you! Selections include "'Toucan' Play," "Mi Casa," "My Time," 
"Coconut Waltz," "Under a Moonlit Sky," "Jazz Por Favor," "Tortoise Shuffle," 
"Suntan Man," and "Hangin'." Each piece is well performed. IT'S NICE IN 
PARADISE is a crowd pleaser for all jazz listeners. There is something for 
everybody in this unique collection. "Coconut Waltz" and "Jazz Por Favor" are 
catchy songs that will linger longer after the music is over! "Tortoise Shuffle" is 
another listening treat! Excellent trumpet work! Give this CD a try! 


Around Town 2003 


PERSONAL PERFORMANCE — Musician Michael Drake performs for Patty 
Berg and son Adam Burrows, age 1 1/2, during the Winter Fun Event at the South 
Shore Park Pavilion on Sunday. Several hundred people attended the event with 
games, food, music and a chance to learn about the many community groups 
serving Bay View. 


2003 


Getzen Artist Update 


BE THERE 9 


Above, Michael Drake L-O-V-E-S his 3001LE Custom trumpet while representing 
Getzen at the International Association of Jazz Educators meeting in Toronto in 
January, 2003. Michael recently did performances and clinics at the University of 
Tulsa and at several locations around Wisconsin where his "No Tan Lines" band is 
based. (Michael is also pictured far right, backstage with Doc Severinsen at 
Milwaukee's Marcus Center for the Performing Arts.) 


Self-made musician boasts. 
varied styles, big dreams 


By Carrie O’Connor 
Staff Writer 


Tonight Bay View musician Michael 
Drake will do what he enjoys most — 
he'll gather his 18-piece band and be the 
impetus for one heck of a party. 

He’s also celebrating his birthday, 
which was on Tuesday, while playing a 
benefit for Variety Club Children’s Char- 
ities. 

“I can feel my age a little, I admit,” said 
Drake, 53, who performs more than 200 
engagements a year. “It’s harder to 
bounce around from gig to gig than it 
was 10 years ago. I still hope to have the 
natural progression of a musician and go 
beyond Milwaukee” 


Hopes for recognition 


Drake has recorded a total of seven 
CDs. He said he enjoys influences from 
around the globe. 

After recording his latest CDs, which 
features his unique blend of Caribbean, 
calypso, reggae and Latin, Drake said 
that like all musicians, he looks forward 
to national recognition. 

His most recent CD is “It’s Nice in Par- 
adise,” which was completed two years 
ago. 

He used a Getzen “Renaissance” trum- 
pet in the studio. 

Two years before that, he produced 
“No Tan Lines.” 

In one CD project, “Taste the Fruit.” 
videos are included as are nine recipes 
from the chef at Shaker’s Restaurant in 
Walker’s Point. 

Among Bob-a-Loo’s recipes are “You'll 
Never Go Back to Anything but Shark- 
skin Soup” and “Gloriously Luscious 
Lime Scallops” 

The “Taste the Fruit” CD idea came to 
Drake after 30 years in the business. 

Earlier CDs include “Welcome to My 
Island,” “Lifestories Volume I” and “Jessi- 


” 


Ca. 


Passion is music 


He supplemented his income for 15 
years, beginning in his 30s, with a paper 
route that began at 4 a.m. He also drove 
a school bus. 

“I have a strong passion for this busi- 
ness,” Drake said. “This is a hobby that 
turned into a living” 

He began his career when he was a 
child. He played the trumpet in high 
school in New Jersey and Oklahoma. 

“It really bothers me today when I 
hear college kids saying that they don’t 


AT A GLANCE 
WHO: Michael Brake and ‘his {8ipiece Car- 
ribean Jazz Band 
WHAT: Benefit for Variety Club Children’s 
Charities 
WHERE: Derry Hegarty’s, 5326 W. Blue. 
mound Road 


WHEN: Thursday, Nov. 21 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 


know what they want to do,” Drake said. 

“They haven't declared a major. I just 
want to say,‘Get a job’ I was born with a 
work ethic,” he said. 

He received a scholarship to the Uni- 
versity of Tulsa. 

He moved with his family to Milwau- 
kee shortly into his college career. He 
started playing with the local Latin and 
jazz bands and formed a band that 
played five nights a week. 


“The rewards are daily. You 
have to work hard to have the 
end results. You create your 


own opportunities.” 
Michael Drake 
musician 


Drake has learned to be his own mar- 
keter. 

He has contact with 50 agents in the 
city, he said, adding that he has learned 
how to work at self-promotion and busi- 
ness incrementally. 

“Wouldn’t it be terrible if you 
became successful overnight and didn’t 
know what to do?” he asked. 

He rattled off a few expenses — $5 
for an individual press kit, $15,000 to 
$20,000 to record a CD. 

The only break that he has as a musi- 
cian is working out of his home studio, 
he said. 

“That is a tax write-off, he said. 

He said he bought quality equipment 
early in his career. 

Quality, he said, is everything. 

His originally arranged music con- 
sists of four trumpets, four trom- 
bones, five saxophones, a four piece 
rhythm section and his solo or lead 
part. 

Drake now has seasoned musicians 
with positive attitudes and abilities, he 
said. : 

“The rewards are daily? he said.“You 
have to work hard to have the end 
results. You create your own opportuni- 


c 


ties. 


CNI (My Community NOW) Bay Viewer 2004 
Self-made musician boasts varied styles, big dreams 
By Carrie O’Connor 


Tonight, Bayview musician Michael Drake will do what he enjoys most, he’ll gather his 18-piece 
band and be the impetus for one heck of a party. He’s also celebrating his birthday, which was on 
Tuesday, while playing a benefit for Variety Club Children's Charities. “I can feel my age a little, 
admit,” said Drake, 53, who performs more than 200 engagements a year. “It's harder to bounce 
around from gig to gig than it was 10 years ago. I still hope to have the natural progression of a 
musician and go beyond Milwaukee.” Hopes for recognition: Drake has recorded a total of seven 
CDs. He said he enjoys influences from around the globe. After recording his latest CDs, which 
feature his unique blend of Caribbean, calypso, reggae and Latin, Drake said that like all 
musicians, he looks forward to national recognition. His most recent CD is 

“Tt's Nice In Paradise,” which was completed two years ago. He used a Getzen “Renaissance” 
trumpet in the studio. Two years before that he produced “No Tan Lines.” In one CD project, 
“Taste The Fruit,” videos are included as are nine recipes from the chef at Shaker's Restaurant in 
Walker’s Point. Among Bob-a-Loo’s recipes are “You'll Never Go Back to Anything but Shark 
Skin Soup,” and “Gloriously Luscious lime Scallops.” The “Taste The Fruit” CD idea came to 
Drake after 30 years in the business. Earlier CDs include “Welcome To My Island,” “Life 
Stories Volume I” and “Jessica.” Passion is music. He supplemented his income for 15 years, 
beginning in his 30s, with a paper route to begin at 4a.m. He also drove a school bus. “I have a 
strong passion for this business, this is a hobby that turned into a living.” He began his career 
when he was a child. He played the trumpet in high school in New Jersey and Oklahoma. “It 
really bothers me today when I hear college kids saying that they don't know what they want to 
do. They haven't declared a major. I just want to say, “Get a job.’ I was born with the work 
ethic.” He received a scholarship to the University of Tulsa. He moved with his family to 
Milwaukee shortly into his college career. He started playing with the local Latin jazz bands and 
formed a band that played five nights a week. Drake has learned to be his own marketer. He has 
contact with 50 agents in the city, adding that he has learned how to work at self-promotion and 
business incrementally. “Wouldn't it be terrible if you became successful overnight and didn't 
know what to do?” He rattled off a few expenses -- $5 dollars for an individual press kit, 
$15,000-$20,000 to record a CD. The only break that he has as a musician is working out of his 
home studio. “That is a tax write-off.” He said he bought quality equipment early in his career. 
Quality he said is everything. His originally arranged music consists of four trumpets, four 
trombones, five saxophones, a four-piece rhythm section and his solo or lead part. Drake now 
has season musicians with positive attitudes and abilities. “The rewards are daily. You must 
work hard to have the end results. You create your own opportunities.” 


[ LOCALMUSIC | Sazzunky Jazz 


Michael.Drake spent the winter months working the resorts of the Caribbean from the 

Mexican coast through the Florida Keys to the Dominican Republic. His CDs from those 
years echoed those gigs with tropical-flavored pop jazz. Although. memories of that era linger 
lightly on his new CD, Sazzunk, Drake eagerly speaks of it as a return to his roots. 

The coordinates of his new/old direction are encoded in the album’s eccentric title, a com- 
pound of salsa, jazz and funk, three styles Drake made his own during the ’70s and early-’80s. 
He was prominent in those years on the city’s active fusion scene and played with many local 
Latin musicians. 

“I always gravitated toward Latin rhythms,” Drake says over junch at Acapulco, ordering off 
the menu in Spanish. “When it comes time for me to write my own music, | find that | under- 
stand Latin music better than anything else. It was the path of least resistance for me.” 

‘Although Drake began playing live in Milwaukee shortly after moving here in 1969 from 
Tulsa, Okla., he spent his early years in the back row of popular local bands, honing his craft 
and his prodigious work ethic before Stepp Ine. into center stage as a recording artist and band 
leader in the early-’80s. 

“| allowed life experience and education to pour over me to the point that when it came time 
for me to write my own music, the spirit and intellect were mature enough,” Drake explains. “| 
had so many melodies dancing in my head for’years, but | said, ‘No, I’ve got a few more eae 
to live before | start writing.’” 

And when he did, the first things to pour from his fingertips sounded Latin. 

“Funky Monkey,” which opens Sazzunk, is streamlined and dynamic, fusing Latin and 
Caribbean rhythms and topped with Drake’s confident trumpet prowess. “Alone With You” is 
straight-ahead jazz, a group effort led by Drake’s rippling horn. With “Winter’s End,” he revisits 
a number originally recorded on a cassette-only release in the '80s. 

Sazzunk is Drake’s eighth album. All of his recordings have been self-released. “I was told 
when | started: ‘If you’ve got good product, they’ll find you.’ You know who found me? Nat the 
music industry, but my fans.” 

And Drake has accumulated many fans over-the years, playing nearly 300 shows a year, 
ranging from workshops for Getzen trumpets to club dates, weddings, corporate functions and 
pool parties. “After doing a project of this magnitude, the effort was financially and emotionally 
exhausting,” Drake says of Sazzunk. “The rewards were emotionally and intellectually exhilarat- 
ing. The results? | wouldn’t change a thing.” 

For his Aug. 31 CD release party at Long Wong’s, 5230 W. Bluemound Road, Drake will per- 
form with the 13-piece SUPERband for a 7 p.m. show, preceded by a public 6 p.m. rehearsal. 
Cover is $4. 
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By David Luhrssen 
Talk about changing latitudes and changing attitudes. Until recently, Milwaukee 
trumpeter Michael Drake spent the winter months working the resorts of the 
Caribbean from the Mexican coast through the Florida Keys to the Dominican 
Republic. His CDs from those years 
echoed those gigs with tropical-flavored pop jazz. Although memories of that era 
linger lightly on his new CD, Sazzunk, Drake eagerly speaks of it as a return to his 
roots. The coordinates of his new/old direction are encoded in the album’s 
eccentric title, a compound of salsa, jazz and funk, three styles Drake made his 
own during the ’70s and early-’80s. He was prominent in those years on the city’s 
active fusion scene and played with many local Latin musicians. “I always 
gravitated toward Latin rhythms,” Drake says over lunch at Acapulco, ordering off 
the menu in Spanish. “When it comes time for me to write my own music, | find 
that I understand Latin music better than anything else. It was the path of least 
resistance for me.” Although Drake began playing live in Milwaukee shortly after 
moving here in 1969 from Tulsa, Okla., he spent his early years in the back row of 
popular local bands, honing his craft and his prodigious work ethic before stepping 
into center stage as a recording artist and band leader in the early-’80s. “I allowed 
life experience and education to pour over me to the point that when it came time 
for me to write my own music, the spirit and intellect were mature enough,” Drake 
explains. “I had so many melodies dancing in my head for years, but I said, ‘No, 
I’ve got a few more years to live before I start writing.”” And when he did, the 
first things to pour from his fingertips sounded Latin. “Funky Monkey,” which 
opens Sazzunk, is 
streamlined and dynamic, fusing Latin and Caribbean rhythms and topped with 
Drake’s confident trumpet prowess. “Alone With You” is straight-ahead jazz, a 
group effort led by Drake’s rippling horn. With “Winter’s End,” he revisits a 
number originally recorded on a cassette-only release in the ’80s. Sazzunk is 
Drake’s eighth album. All his recordings have been self-released. “I was told when 
I started: ‘If you’ve got good product, they’Il find you.’ You know who found me? 
Not the music industry, but my fans.” And Drake has accumulated many fans 
over the years, playing nearly 300 shows a year, ranging from workshops for 
Getzen trumpets to club dates, weddings, corporate functions and pool parties. 
“After doing a project of this magnitude, the effort was financially and emotionally 
exhausting,” Drake says of Sazzunk. “The rewards were emotionally and 
intellectually exhilarating. The results? I wouldn’t change a thing.” 
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Who would believe that Michael Drake, now at the 
ripe old-age of 56;;cut his eye teeth in the musical 
world as a teenage trumpeter playing for as little (or as 
much as) $5 a-gig along the east coast of the United 
States, playing”in bars, veteran’ clubs and on small 
stages. The veteran trumpet player, whose music is 
said to be like a breath of fresh air, now lives in 
Brookfield with his wife, Lori. On stage for 40 years 
and with a trumpet in his hands since he was eight 
years old, Milwaukeeans have had the privilege of 

hearing his quality music since 1971. 

Drake has been and still is a one-person show on 
numerous occasions and at many venues, but he is the 
leader of the No Tan Lines 18 piece band, which as a 
listener, Tom Purdy of Marketing Images, says, “Dust 
me off, I’ve been sitting on the shelf too long. It 
(Drake’s music) cures my cabin fever like aa margari- 
ta slakes my thirst.”” Drake, in his earlier and leaner 
years in the Greater Milwaukee area, also played at 


BY JIM MCLOONE 


various times with the popular Steve Swedish band 
and that of long ago society band maestro Dave 
Kennedy. 

Now for more about this colorful musician whose 
eight recordings have been positively touted in the 
music loving community in many complimentary 
ways, like “the hippest trumpet player alive. Chase 
those winter blahs away. Bring your dancin’ gear and 
beach tongs to Michael _Drake’s fabulous island.” So 
said Padraig Fionn of Steppin’ Out. 

Drake was hooked on music after he heard a class- 
mate play his trumpet at “Show and Tell” in third 
grade. He coaxed his parents into buying an instru- 
ment. They bought a bugle and about a month later, 
after listening to him make melodic sounds, they 
splurged and bought him a cast off $5 cornet, which he 
still has along with nine other horns. 

Michael played through high school, was a member 
of a popular Tulsa, OK.., jazz band when he was a high 
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school senior and went to the 
University of Tulsa on a music scholar- 


ship. The Drake family came to. 


Wisconsin when Michael was 20, he 
entered UWM and almost immediately 
began playing with local Latin, jazz and 
society bands. His talents brought him 
no end to offers. His first band, 
“Fusion,” in 1967 was immediate hit, 
playing five nights a week and featured 
on a local television show. 

His first original music recording was 
“Jessica,” an immediate local hit for him 
reaching number four on the pop play 
list at radio WLUM. 

Obviously, this first “Jessica” had to 
be before he met his wife, Lori, at a band 
concert. Lori, who plays mostly classi- 
cal piano music, has a talent not quite 
like her husband’s, but they have been 


together 33 years and are still in love. 
You can see it in their eyes as they con- 
verse. They have a son, Adam Sean 
Drake in the financial business; “It’s a 
pretty steady and profitable gig,” said 
his proud father. 

Michael’s CDs include Life Stories 
Volume I, Welcome to My Island, No 
Tan Lines, Taste the Fruit, Savor the 
Moment, It’s Nice in Paradise and his 
latest, Sazzunk. What in the name of 
Drake you may ask is Sazzunk? 
Michael said, “Since it is a combination 
of salsa, Jazz and funk, I named it 
Sazzunk.” 

“Welcome to My Island” CD was so 
hot the Leblanc Holton company of 
Kenosha placed Michael Drake in their 
list of lecturers and performers. He also 
continued his concert series with 
schools:and other gigs. 

Later, he produced “It’s Nice in 
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Paradise” with a Getzen Company, 
Elkhorn, WI. “Renaissance” trumpet. 
Drake now appears at concerts, clinics 
and music camps everywhere showing 
off his talents and the Getzen products. 
To this day, Drake also appears as a 
soloist, with ensembles and up-to and 
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Drake said this performing group will 
make appearances all year long and will 
be on stage at Summerfest July 7 and 
later at the Wisconsin State Fair. He 
expects band members from a minimum 
of 17 Wisconsin high school bands to 


including leading his 18 piece audition. 

Caribbean jazz, Bob Kames Jr., 

dance and show 4 party...heavy on bright is leading the 

band. dan ce rhythms and sh pre: dly foundation in his 
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Bob Hope show — 


and with Doc 
Severinsen, who 
also at one time Jots of sunshi 
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. know, it is all 
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Bob Kames, Sr., 


will be remem- 
bered for his 
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Getzen products. fame as well as the 
Drake might vie John Woody-WKTI owner of a music 
with the governor, store. 


mayor or county executive for the 
amount of space that has been given to 
him over time in newspaper and maga- 
zines touting his talents and that of his 
“No Tan Lines” band. He’s a musician, 
composer, recording artist, entertainer, 
clinician/speaker, and as he will admit, 
his performances are considerably 
cheaper than an airplane ticket to 
Jamaica as WMSE disk jocks proclaim. 

But because of his many talents, 
Drake has been selected to be the first 
director of the Bob Kames Foundation 
“HLS. Jazz All Stars.” This will be a 
band of the very best high school musi- 
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A guest soloist since he was a child 
and a music writer for about 15 years, 
Drake says that when he performs he 
wants it to be a really great experience, 
for himself, his band members and those 
in attendance. As the talented Ellen 
McDonald of Hartland Music says, 
“This is happy music. It puts listeners in 
a great mood.” 

Even those who aren’t “into music” 
seem to find their feet moving when 
they’re listening to a Michael CD. 

If you’re interested and why wouldn’t 
you be, you can listen to 30-second sam- 
ples of songs from his CDs at 
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2007 
Welcome to Drake's Musical Paradise 
By Jim McLoone 


Who would believe that Michael Drake, now at the ripe old age of 56, cut his eye teeth in the musical world as a 
teenage trumpeter playing for as little (or as much as) $5 a gig along the east coast of the United States, playing 
in bars, veteran' clubs and on small stages. The veteran trumpet player, whose music is said to be like a breath 
of fresh air, now lives in Brookfield with his wife, Lori. On stage for 40 years and with a trumpet in his hands 
since he was eight yews old, Milwaukeeans have had the privilege of hearing his quality music since 1971. 
Drake has been and still is a one-person show on numerous occasions and at many venues, but he is the leader 
of the No Tan Lines 18 piece band, which as listener, Tom Purdy of Marketing Images, says, "Dust me off, I’ve 
been sitting on the shelf too long. It (Drake's music) cures my cabin fever like a margarita slakes my thirst.” 
Drake, in his earlier and leaner years in the Greater Milwaukee urea, also played at various times with the 
popular Steve Swedish band and that of long-ago society band maestro, Dave Kennedy. Now for more about 
this colorful musician whose eight recordings have been positively touted in the music loving community in 
many complimentary ways, like "the hippest trumpet player alive. Chase those winter blahs away. Bring your 
dancin' gear and beach tongs to Michael Drake’s fabulous island. " So said Paidraig Fionn of Steppin’ Out 
Drake was hooked on music after he heard a classmate play his trumpet at "Snow and Tell" in third grade. He 
coaxed his parents into buying an instrument. They bought a bugle and abort a month latch after listening to him 
make melodic sounds, they splurged and bought him a cast off $5 cornet, which he still has along with nine 
other horns. Michael played through high school, was a member of a popular Tulsa. OK. jazz band when he was 
a high school senior and went to the University of Tulsa on a music scholarship. The Drake family came to 
Wisconsin when Michael was 20, he entered UWM and almost immediately began playing with local Latin, 
jazz and society bands. His talents brought him no end to offers. His first band, "Fusion," in 1967 was an 
immediate hit, playing five nights a week and featured on a local television show. His first original music 
recording was "Jessica," an immediate local hit for him reaching number four on the pop play list at radio 
WLUM. Obviously, this first "Jessica" had to be before he met his wife, Lori, at a band concert. Lori, who plays 
mostly classical piano music, has a talent not quite like her husband's, but they have been together 33 years and 
are still in love. You can see it in their eyes as they converse. They have a son, Adam Sean Drake in the 
financial business; "It's a pretty steady and profitable gig," said his proud father. Michael's CDs include Life 
Stories Volume I, Welcome to My Island, No Tan Lines, Taste the Fruit, Savor the Moment, It's Nice in 
Paradise and his latest, Sazzunk. What in the name of Drake you may ask is Sazzunk? Michael said, "Since it is 
a combination of salsa, Jazz and funk, I named it Sazzunk." "Welcome to My Island" CD was so hot the 
Leblanc Holton company of Kenosha placed Michael Drake in their list of lecturers and performers. He also 
continued his concert series with schools and other gigs. Later, he produced "It's Nice in Paradise" with a 
Getzen Company, Elkhorn, WI. "Renaissance" trumpet. Drake now appears at concerts, clinics and music 
camps everywhere showing off his talents and the Getzen products. To this day, Drake also appears as a soloist, 
with ensembles and up to and including leading his 18-piece Caribbean jazz, dance and show band. Among 
notables he's played with were as band leader for Cab Callaway, on the Bob Hope show and with Doc 
Severinsen, who also at one time Appeared for Getzen products. Drake might vie with the governor, mayor or 
county executive for the amount of space that has been given to him over time in newspaper and magazines 
touting his talents and that of his "No Tan Lines" band. He's a musician, composer, recording artist, entertainer, 
clinician/speaker, and as he will admit, his performances are considerably cheaper than an airplane ticket to 


Jamaica as WMSE disk jocks proclaim. But because of his many talents, Drake has been selected to be the first 
director of the Bob Kames Foundation "H.S. Jazz All Stars." This will be a band of the very best high school 
musicians in Wisconsin. All musicians in the band must audition for membership. Drake said this performing 
group will make appearances all year long and will be on stage at Summerfest July 7 and later at the Wisconsin 
State Fair. He expects band members from a minimum of 17 Wisconsin high school bands to audition. Bob 
Kames Jr., is leading the foundation in his father's honor. "Dad helped many young musicians," he said. "To me 
know, it is all about kids." Bob Kames, Sr., will be remembered for his "Chicken Dance" fame as well as the 
owner of a music store. A guest soloist since he was a child and a music writer for about 15 years, Drake says 
that when he performs he wants it to be a really great experience, for himself, his band members and those in 
attendance. As the talented Ellen McDonald of Hartland Music says, "This is happy music. It puts listeners in a 
great mood." Even those who aren't "into music" seem to find their feet moving when they're listening to a 
Michael CD. If you're interested and why wouldn't you be, you can listen to 30-second samples of songs from 
his CDs at www.drakemusic.com. 
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Michael 
Drake is 
marking 
40 years 
of musical 
performance. 
His current 
group is 
called 
Michael 
Drake and 
the No Tan 
Lines Band. 
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Michael Drake’s music career all 
started with show-and-tell. 

When Drake was a third-grader in 
New Jersey, a classmate brought in a 
cornet to play for the 
class, and Drake “His motor 
immediately fell in 
A ime never 

“I was hooked,” stops.” 
he said. 

After repeated 
pleas, Drake's father nmol Finooin 
bought him a bugle, 
and when Drake wouldn't stop playing 
that, his dad forked over $5 for Drake’s 
first trumpet. 


Forty years and counting 
_ He hasn't stopped playing since. The 


Michael Drake and his No T NOW Photo by CT. Kruper ; id Drak 
too ta ae Pauls aes Band pertorm at Rip Tide in Milwaukee on Feb. 22. Band members include percussionist Domingo pM plies aes 


ter of 1967. Forty years later, the trum- 


Michael Drake has released eight records over the past 27 years: concerts a year around the state and 
© “Jessica” (1980) “Welcome istand? the Midwest, at boat shows, private 
© “Life Stories Vol. 1” (1986) *% ina © “Taste the Fruit” (1998) © “It's Nice in Paradise” (2001) 


© “Savor the Moment” (2000) @ “Sazzunk" (2006) Please see DRAKE, Page 4 
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"Michael Drake Celebrates 40 Years of Music Inspired by The Islands" 
Musical Dynamo 


By Alan Hamari 


Michael Drake's music career all started with show-and-tell. When Drake was a third grader in New Jersey, a 
classmate brought in a cornet to play for the class, and Drake immediately fell in love. "I was hooked," he said. 
After repeated pleas, Drake's father bought him a bugle, and when Drake wouldn't stop playing that, his dad 
forked over $5 for Drake's first trumpet. 

‘Forty years and counting’ 


He hasn't stopped playing since. The high-energy entertainer and town of Brookfield resident is now celebrating 
his 40th year as a professional musician and shows no signs of slowing down. "It's pretty wild," said Drake, 56. 
Drake's first professional gig was at the VFW in Cape May, N.J., in the winter of 1967. Forty years later, the 
trumpeter and vocalist performs more than 200 concerts a year around the state and the Midwest, at boat shows, 
private parties, weddings and other events. Drake has recorded eight CDs over the last 27 years, starting with 
"Jessica" in 1980. His latest album, 2006's "Sazzunk," was a departure from his six previous albums of upbeat 
island rhythms and peppy calypso beats. His concerts are full of energy and feature singalongs, hula hoop 
contests and limbo contests. He has been featured in the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, The Shepherd Express, 
Jazziz magazine and several other local and music industry publications. He has been described as 
"Milwaukee's Calypso King" and "Milwaukee's Caribbean Dance Disciple." 

Drake has also earned plenty of praise from friends he has made in the industry. 


"Doing what he loves' 


"He's a great guy, absolutely," said Scott Kleist, who has worked with Drake for about 20 years. "Great player, 
great guy, lots of fun." Kleist has been involved in nearly all of Drake's albums. He started off doing keyboard 
programming on Drake's records and has done all the recording on Drake's last three CDs. Kleist, a Milwaukee 
native and professional musician who has been playing since 1979, said he enjoys working with Drake. "His 
stuff is always really interesting," Kleist said. "Every project he comes up with and starts working on is 
different." Bob Ostrenga, the owner of Lincoln Music House in Milwaukee, has known Drake since Ostrenga's 
father ran the store years ago. Drake was a trumpet teacher at the shop for about 20 years and has been a 


"customer and friend for many, many years," Ostrenga said. Ostrenga said he's impressed with Drake's 
longevity and credits at least part of it to Drake's passion for the tropical music that has helped make him 
famous. "I think that's reinvigorated his love of music," Ostrenga said. "I think he's doing what he loves." 


‘Love for island music’ 


Drake said he has always been interested in Caribbean music. He said the two teachers he identified with most 
in high school were his Spanish teacher and his band teacher. When his family moved to Milwaukee from 
Tulsa, Okla., in 1971, he studied Spanish at UW-Milwaukee and played with Latin bands around the area. "I 
like the language," he said. "I like the culture." Drake said he and his wife, Lori, have taken several vacations to 
Mexico, during which he would sit on the beach and write songs inspired by his surroundings. "The faucet was 
open and it just ran out,” he said. Ostrenga also said Drake's personality contributes to his success. He said 
"crazy comes to mind" when talking about Drake, but he also described his friend as "very professional." 
Ostrenga also said Drake is a good family man and a hard worker who's always busy with something or other. 
"His motor never stops," Ostrenga said. That's true outside the entertainment arena, too. When he's not playing 
shows or recording albums, Drake stays busy remodeling his house. "That still keeps my creative energies 
flowing," he said. "It's still productive and creative." But don't expect Drake to turn his whole focus to home 
improvement anytime soon. Drake, a self-proclaimed "nut," said he's still got plenty left to do as a musician. 
"It's hard for me to sit still," he said. 


Local Music 
_ Michael Drake: Mr. Entertainment 


BY DAVID LUHRSSEN 


ing gig, a “How low can you go?” limbo contest at a 
New Jersey VFW post crowded with sailors. “I 
think I made $5,” the trumpeter fondly recalls of his 
teenage debut. And he’s still fond enough of the limbo to 
~ include it in his shows, along with Hula Hoop contests 
and conga lines. 
Drake has been eager to please local crowds since 
moving to Milwaukee in 1971. He has played in the 
long-defunct society bands of Dave Kennedy and Steve 
Swedish, the once-common Top-40 acts celebrated in 
Adam Sandler’s The Wedding Singer, in’70s fusion bands 
and a Caribbean smooth jazz analogue to Jimmy Buffett, 
not to mention Latin and straight-ahead jazz combos. 
Beginning with his 1980 local radio hit “Jessica,” whose 
style was compared to Chuck Mangione, Drake has been 


B | 
as prolific in the studio as he is with genres. His latest : 
CD, last year’s Sazzunk, is his eighth album and repre- 
sents a more serious exploration of jazz. 
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Fe: years ago Michael Drake played his first pay- 


“People have me pigeonholed as an entertainment - 
guru,” says Drake, as irrepressible in person as onstage, 

_ where he puts a premium on keeping the mood upbeat 
and happy. “I don’t mind pigeonholing—it’s been a 
wonderful journey for me! But I genuinely have a rever- 
ence for jazz. I love playing it! I feel that if people like 
me as a person, then they'll listen to my music—and 
then I can sneak in a few jazz riffs. I start by playing the 
tune everyone wants to hear and turn to the tune I want 
everyone to know.” 

It’s been.a 40-year juggling act executed by Drake with 
professional aplomb. Leavening his need to be embraced 
by enthusiastic audiences (earning him a busy schedule 
of private parties, summer festivals and bar gigs) is his 
dedication to the craft of jazz trumpet and a desire to. 
pass his enthusiasm and skill on to new generations. 
Between music-store workshops and seminars with 
high-school jazz orchestras, Drake has become as much 
an educator as an entertainer. 

“I know one thing: It would be a lot harder to get 
started these days,” Drake says, comparing 2007 with the 
era when he began. “There were more places to play. 
And ever since DJs came along, they have filled in where 
bands used to be. But without live music, you leave out 
the ingredient of entertainment. I see a difference in the 
way people react to music lately—some people don’t 
necessarily react to entertainment. They don’t under- 
stand what entertainment is about anymore.” 

Drake, however, hasn’t forgotten how to entertain, and 
continues to put on a show almost contagious in its good 
Spirits. 

Michael Drake performs at 7:30 p.m., April 26, at Rip Tide, 

y 649 E. Erie St. 
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Mr. Entertainment 
By DAVID LUHRSSEN 


Forty years ago Michael Drake played his first paying gig, a “How low can you go?” limbo contest at a New 
Jersey VFW post crowded with sailors. “I think I made $5,” the trumpeter fondly recalls of his teenage debut. 
And he’s still fond enough of the limbo to include it in his shows, along with Hula Hoop contests and conga 
lines. Drake has been eager to please local crowds since moving to Milwaukee in 1971. He has played in the 
long-defunct society bands of Dave Kennedy and Steve Swedish, the once-common Top-40 acts celebrated in 
Adam Sandler’s The Wedding Singer, in ’70s fusion bands and a Caribbean smooth jazz analogue to Jimmy 
Buffett, not to mention Latin and straight-ahead jazz combos. Beginning with his 1980 local radio hit “Jessica,” 
whose style was compared to Chuck Mangione, Drake has been as prolific in the studio as he is with genres. His 
latest CD, last year’s Sazzunk, is his eighth album and represents a more serious exploration of jazz. “People 
have me pigeonholed as an entertainment guru,” says Drake, as irrepressible in person as onstage, where he puts 
a premium on keeping the mood upbeat and happy. “I don’t mind pigeonholing it’s been a wonderful journey 
for me! But I genuinely have a reverence for jazz. I love playing it! I feel that if people like me as a person, then 
they’ll listen to my music and then I can sneak in a few jazz riffs. I start by playing the tune everyone wants to 
hear and turn to the tune I want everyone to know.” It’s been a 40-year juggling act executed by Drake with 
professional aplomb. Leavening his need to be embraced by enthusiastic audiences (earning him a busy 
schedule of private parties, summer festivals and bar gigs) is his dedication to the craft of jazz trumpet and a 
desire to pass his enthusiasm and skill on to new generations. Between music-store workshops and seminars 
with high-school jazz orchestras, Drake has become as much an educator as an entertainer. “I know one thing: It 
would be a lot harder to get started these days,” Drake says, comparing 2007 with the era when he began. 
“There were more places to play. And ever since DJs came along, they have filled in where bands used to be. 
But without live music, you leave out the ingredients of entertainment. I see a difference in the way people react 
to music lately some people don’t necessarily react to entertainment. They don’t understand what entertainment 
is about anymore.” 

Drake, however, hasn’t forgotten how to entertain, and continues to put on a show almost contagious in its good 
spirits. 


